
 

   3]é  Our new Presidentôs 1st. column 

    

   4]é Bengt Ohmanôs Chevy &  The Chicken Gun 

 

     5]é A Little Humor 

 

    8]é Daveôs Garage, This month we                         

                                                         discuss Batteries 

    9]é Compelling Gossipé. 

  11]é The Stone Family gets the 2013 

                       Presidentôs Restoration Award 

  12]éOur Guest Car Club, The Tri-Pedals 

    

   13]é Gaelôs ñThe Way It Was...back in The Dayò 

 

   15]é The Classifieds 

òI wonder how many people don't get the one they want,  

but end up with the one they're supposed to be with.ó é...Fannie Flagg  

       January 2014       Year 61  #1 

The Official Monthly Publication of òVermont Automobile Enthusiastsó by òThe Vermont Antique Automobile Societyó                                                                                                            

Ernie Clerihewõs 1960 Hillman Minx 

The story on page 6 & 7  
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VAE OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 

Jim Sears ï Chairman  

              802-482-2698  packardsu8@netscape.net 

Robert Lalancette ï President 

        802-849-2692 rjlalaancette@myfairpoint.net  

Dan Noyes - 1st vise & Activities Chair                

                   802-730-7171 dan@streambanks.org  

Dave Lamphere-  2nd. Vise & Assistant Activity 

Chair  802-878-4020 davelamp@together.net 

                      

Dick Wheatley- Treasurer  

                       802-879-9455 rwheatcpa@aol.com 

Bill Sander,-  Recording Secretary 

                         802-644-5487 sander@pshift.com 

Joanna Therren Conti 802-244-8375               

Les Skinner Exp. 2014      802-485-8150 

Ed Hilbert 802-453-3743 

 

 

Auditorsï Leo Laferriere, Doris Bailey, 

                 Ray Tomlinson 

 

VAAS Directors 
Wendell Nobleï Chairman 

Tom McHugh 

Charlie Thompsonï Secretary 

Dick Wheatley-Treasurer 

Gael Boardman 

David Sander 

Bob Chase 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT TEAM 

 Membership Secretary (Ex-Officio) 

Christina McCaffrey 

89 Ledge Road 

Burlington VT 05401-4140 

VAEmembership@gmail.com 

christina.mccaffrey@vtmednet.org 

 

 

VAE Show Chairs/Board Ex-Officio 

Antique and Classic Car Meet (Stowe) 

Bob Chase, Chair, 802-253-4897 

Duane Leach, Co-Chair, 802-849-6174      

 

 

Wheel Tracks Editor (Ex-Officio) 

Gary Fiske  

Home 802-933-7780  

cell 802-363-1642 

gafiske@gmail.com 

2503 Duffy Hill Road 

Enosburg Falls, Vermont 05450 

 

Edi FiskeðWheel Tracks proof-reader 

Clark & Isabelle Wright- Burma Shave editors 

Rachel Smith- Webmaster 

 

Sunshine Chair 

Christina McCaffrey   802-862-3133 

christina.mccaffrey@vtmednet.org 

 

Welcoming Committee 

David Hillman 

david.hillman@vtmednet.org  

 

L. Brown & Sons of Barre, VT- publisher 

 

 

 

  

 January 6th, Monday 7PM. 

VAE Board of Directors meeting at 

Whitney Hill Homesteadôs common room. 

Williston, VT. All are invited. 

 

January 20th, 1:30 PM 

 VAAS Board meeting at Dick 

Wheatleyôs office in Essex. All are welcome.  

 

January 25th, Saturday 11AM 

VAE/ AACA meet at St. Leoôs Hall    

            in Waterbury.  

             See page 9 for details. 

 

 

 

February 22 ï Brownell Library, 

Essex Junction ïAutomobile Crime 

Scene Investigation with Richard McLayé

You wonôt believe how it happened! Special 

Guesté.W.N. 

 

 

 

March 15th ï Good News          

Garage   Learn how a donated car 

changes a life ï Tour the shop that has 

helped over 4,000 individuals and families 

across New England get back on the road to 

future financial success by helping with 

transportation. 

 

 

 

April 7th, Monday 7PM. 

VAE Board of Directors meeting at 

Whitney Hill Homesteadôs common room. 

Williston, VT. All are invited 

 

April 26 - VAE Meeté..TBA 

 

 

 

         

May 24 - VAE Meet é..TBA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 21sté.. 50th National MG T meet in  

Middlebury 

 

 

 

 July 7th, Monday 7PM. 

VAE Board of Directors meeting at 

Whitney Hill Homesteadôs common room. 

Williston, VT. All are invited. 

 

 

 

September (no date yet)ï Allsops 

Best of Britain Newbury VT Jaguar 

E-Types restoration shop ..Tentative 

 

 

 

 

October 6th, Monday 7PM. 

VAE Board of Directors meeting at 

Whitney Hill Homesteadôs common room. 

Williston, VT. All are invited 

  EVENTS³. WHAT½S NEXT ?  

October 

 

***Contact Us At*** 

vaeinfo@gmail.com 

 

***Our Website Is*** 

vtauto.org 

 Mission Statement:             

The    Vermont Antique     

Automobile Society is a tax 

free 501c3 organization      

dedicated to the                

preservation, protection,    

promotion and                     

appreciation of automotive 

history and technology. 

Wheel Tracks is a monthly 

newsletter published in 

print and electronically for 

the   public, and for the 

VAE/VAAS membership. 

Your editor and other authors 

are made aware of some new 

products, services or           

information that they feel may 

have value to VAEôs           

membership. These products, 

services or informationals are 

not an endorsement by the VAE 

unless otherwise noted. The 

opinions are solely those of the    

particular articleôs author.                                                                                                                                          

Membership  

Only $30  

January 

Monthly deadline  

The 10th  

March 

April 

May 
February 

June 

July 

September 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT³ Bob Lalancette   
 

As your new VAE president, I would like to wish you all a Happy New Year. The anticipation of working on 

car projects, attending the monthly meets, and having the dirt road dry up so that the Nova can make it to the 

black top is exciting. As I look back to the past year, there is one thing that really sticks out for me. Bill 

Turnerôs story and pictures and the deaths of club members Joe Kaelin and Gene Towne prompts me to ask a 

question of all of you. What is your story?  Only a few members can match the name, face, and story. There 

was a PBS half hour show called ñRoadside Storiesò. The host put signs up along the road asking ñwhatôs your 

story?ò  He would then wait for someone to stop and tell him something about themselves. The people would 

think they had nothing but even a simple thing turned out to be interesting. We need to do this for each other.              

In the next few months, I will tell you my story. I hope to show how easy it is to do. Just put the pen to the paper. If you canôt type it on the 

computer and send it to us, donôt worry. We will find someone to type it up for you. Find those old pictures and we can scan them to accom-

pany the story. This is a very important personal project for you all. Wheel Tracks is more than just about cars, it is about the people who own 

them and the story that was created with it.       

So let me start.  My first experience with an automobile was with Dadôs 55 Chevy two door station wagon.  He did not work on cars as a  

hobby; just kept it on the road. We did not have child seats, Mom with the baby on her lap with two kids in the back seat, Dad driving with 

two more kids on the front bench seat, and two of us in the way back, on a piece of carpet. The luggage went in the roof top suction cup rack 

covered by the canvas that Dad sewed. He was in the Navy and did everything from welding to making duffle bags and repairing our coun-

tryôs flags. My sister and I would tear up little pieces of paper, drop them into the thumb hole of the spare tire cover, and think we saw them 

fly out of the rear of the car. When one of the recapped tires blew out, we found out that they just filled the spare tire compartment.  Dad 

thought he had mice in the car!  See you next month.  Bob  

 

My 2014 Wish-Listéé 
 

I wishé.. the Vermont Automobile Enthusiasts, our beloved 61 year old car club and the Vermont Antique Automo-

bile Society, our VAE non-profit arm, would become one organization as we originally planned. The duplicate work of 

keeping the two going, the ñus-and-themò that rears its head every once in a while and the fantastically great possibilities 

for our future are just three good reasons why it should happen as soon as possible. 

 

I wishé.. we could take our newsletter Wheel Tracks to another level in 2014. I am not asking for a big move, just a move to keep it fresh 

and interesting. I hear all the time how much everyone likes the publication but I worry that it will become oh-hum. I am encouraged when I 

listen to our new President, Bob Lalancette and 1st vice, Dan Noyes when they tell me some of their plans for 2014. My hope is their energy 

will spill over into Wheel Tracks.  

 

I wishé.. we could make some better connections with other car clubs. Most all car clubs deal with similar hopes and dreams for the future. I 

am 100% certain we could help one another out if we could find that boundary-reach that we would need. We all have our ways of dealing 

with membership levels, bylaws, the IRS, material for our newsletter, etc. We all have our own basket of ómagicô that keeps us unique, I canôt 

imagine a good reason why we should not be sharing more. 

 

I wishé.. I had the discipline to reduce my shop projects  to one or twoé.well, maybe three or four. I canôt believe the fun I have when I 

walk into my shop and decide what I ófeelô like doing that day. But what happens is a sort of óenergy scatterô and at the end of the day a lot 

gets done but on 20 projects instead of two. I donôt dare ask a member how to fix my problem. When I asked a member years ago how to treat 

my urge of wanting more old cars I got what turned out as terrible advice. He told me I should go ahead a buy one in the Spring and that 

would take care of the urge for the rest of the year. Well itôs been maybe five years and guess what has happenedé..yup, 5 more old cars. 

I donôt think it is suppose to work like that. 

       VAAS LISTENING POST from Wendell Noble, VAAS Chairman 

 

      As the holiday season and the new year end close in on us, we are tying up a couple of loose ends before year 

end.  Gael Boardman, Andy Barnett and Jim Sears presented our donation to Tom Denenberg of the Shelburne    

Museum to support the display of transportation history. Appropriately, the presentation took place on the deck of 

the Ticonderoga.   Within a week of this writing, we intend to formally present our donation for Vermont Disaster 

Relief to a key representative of that program.   

Throughout the year, the directors have met monthly with full agendas, lively discussions and plenty of follow up 

actions.  We are taking this month of December off.   Our next meeting will be the annual organizational meeting on 

January 20th at 1:30 in Dick Wheatleyôs office.  All club members are welcome and encouraged to join us.  Two 

new members will be joining the board as two present directors retire.  This turn over is very desirable.  It is important that as many members 

as possible have an opportunity to take a direct role in guiding the VAAS programs and represent their points of view.  Thereôs a lot of        

gratifying work to be done and I look forward to seeing another year of enthusiastic participation by all members.   

Hereôs wishing you a Merry Christmas and a happy fruitful New Year.   

YOUR EDITOR³ Gary Fiske  
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      Mary and Nancy are off this month.                                              

A welcome break for them. Wheel Tracks receives many encouraging comments 

and The Softer Side is always toward the top of the list.                               

Thank you ladies for your hard work.   

A Column Shared &Written by Mary Noble (Left) & Nancy Olney (Right)  

ºTHE SOFTER  SIDE» 

 

Old Cars in My Genes by VAE member Bengt Ohman 

 

Old car genes come from my grandfather Pontus Lindstrom, who was one of the early car owners 

in Sweden.  It was a Darracq automobile, and his license plate in the province where he resided 

was T1.  In the early twenties he especially enjoyed ice racing with his car. I obviously inherited 

his genes. 

 

In 1975, after much searching, I found my car sitting in a gas station in Potsdam, NY.  It cost me 

about $250, and was a 1931 Chevrolet five-window coupe with a rumble seat. The roof and    

rumble seat were missing and the seat was in pieces. 

 

Some years after I purchased the Chevy, our daughter asked to be brought home from high school 

graduation in the car (1984).  Unfortunately, I disappointed her because it was not road worthy in 

any way at that time.   The same request came from our son, three years younger, and, again,     

disappointment. 

 

Along the way, I found bits of the              

upholstery's filling scattered about the auto.  

A family of mice had settled in.  I took the 

seat out and shook them out.  Little by little, 

over quite a number of years, the car took 

shape and today looks like a '31 Chevy with 

rumble seat!  Hopefully it will be completely 

finished for our five-year old granddaughter's 

graduation.  

Chevrolet reclaimed first place in the United States in 1931 producing 619,554 vehi-

cles. In 1931 Chevrolet offered 12 different body styles  ranging in price from $475 to 

$650. Power and performance were continuations of the year before but with consider-

able refinement of the new-for-1930 six-cylinder engine that was refined and brought 

up to about 50 horsepower  

Not a picture of  Bengtôs G-fatherôs 

car, instead this is one of the 1st. they 

made in 1905 . The Darracq was 

French made  founded in 1896. 

By 1905 it established branches in the 

UK, Spain and Italy and then expanded 

into both cars and aviation engines. 

In 1920 the British arm became the 

majority shareholder in Sunbeam-

Talbot-Darracq ('STD Motors') which 

was sold to the Rootes group in 1935 

when the Darracq ceased to be a    

distinct marque 

The story of the Chicken Gun Sent to Wheel Tracks by VAEer Dave Steinman 

  

Scientists at NASA built a gun specifically to launch standard 4 pound dead chickens at the windshields of airliners, military jets and the space 

shuttle, all traveling at maximum velocity. The idea is to simulate the frequent incidents of collisions with airborne fowl to test the strength of 

the windshields.  British engineers heard about the gun and were eager to test it on the windshields of their new high speed trains. Arrange-

ments were made, and a gun was sent to the British engineers. 

  

When the gun was fired, the engineers stood shocked as the chicken hurled out of the barrel, crashed into the shatterproof shield, smashed it to 

smithereens, blasted through the control console, snapped the engineer's back-rest in two, and embedded itself in the back wall of the cabin, 

like an arrow shot from a bow. 

  

The horrified Brits sent NASA the disastrous results of the experiment, along with the designs of the windshield and begged the U.S scientists 

for suggestions. 

  

 NASA responded with a one-line memo -- "Defrost the chicken." (True Story) 


