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My 31 - 91 BuickéóBeside The Barn Findó 

 by Bill Billado  
This is not another "barn find" story, it is a story about a basket case found next to a 

barn! It is about a 1931 Buick that was purchased by Tom McHugh in the early 1970's 

from Dale Lake in Ripton, VT. It was so fragile that it was necessary to tie the rotted wood body to the chassis with rope before setting 

out on the trip north on the back roads (fewer cops) to Burlington. The car made it all the way to Charlotte (just north of Mt.Philo) when 

the web of rope called it quits. All hell had broken loose with 4 doors and the rest of the body panels spilling out all over the road. The 

crew consisting of myself, Tom, Tom's brother Joe, Clark Wright and Kip Matthews managed to re-load the pieces haphazardly back on 

to the chassis and we then re-tied the whole mess. We decided at that juncture to take the car to my place in Shelburne (without wife's 

approval). The chassis was dragged into the woods and the body pieces were transported to Tom's place. The car then did a Rip Van Win-

kle number until many years later. Tom awakened it by asking if I wanted to assume ownership. Pursuant to some daydreaming, I foolish-

ly said yes. Never should have done that! Thereafter, a very long and challenging restoration process began and I'm still a long way from 

completion. This model 31-91 sedan is being brought back to life as a dual-cowl phaeton, using the original body with necessary altera-

tions. This same job was undertaken by General Motors at the Buick plant in Port Elizabeth, South Africa in 1930. The two cars are virtu-

ally identical, with the main difference being that the GM car was based on the 6 cylinder engine and mine is based on the new 8 cylinder 

straight eight. Both cars were inspired by the Cadillac V-16 Sport Phaeton.  

 

I called Bill because of a three month mini-investigation. I was trying to find the guy who drew the ñwheelò. You know, the wheel making 

the track in the snow that we use so often in our Wheel Tracks? I understood there was a wheel for each of the four seasons. Another VAE 

member thought I should try Bill. I not only found that Bill had in fact drawn the óWheelô...one for each season, but he had drawn 12 of 

them...can you imagine! I have asked, very politely, if I could use all 12 Wheels  for our newsletter and I am hoping the ócar godsô will 

help me make it ok with Bill. I was also in need of a feature car for this June issue of Wheel Tracks and Bill agreed to allow me to use the 

31 Buick (his favorite). Many long hours have been spent so far on this Buick body that is pictured (the smaller Buick picture was found 

on the Net of a 1931 model 91), my plan is to have regular updates of itôs progress in future newsletters with Billôs help to explain what is 

happening. Someday you will see the finished Buick in all itôs glory. gcf 
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I am sitting here trying to decide if I should take 

my Ford óTô tomorrow to the Dust Off in Jefferson-

ville or the old faithful 27 Dodge. The T is a Roadster 

and the weatherman is calling for rain. I can        

remember a day not too long ago when I would have 

given anything if that was all I had to  worry about. 

Like the day a truck took out three utility poles and 

my cable/internet/phone service was out for 250 

homes. Then Dave Steinmanôs talk at our last VAE 

Meet comes to mind. He went from New York City 

to Seattle in a óTô a couple of years ago (see page 13). 

What excuse do I have with the 60 mile round trip to 

Jeffersonville?  

(24 hours later)...I took the Dodge and the day was 

fantastic. Over 40 members were there and even with 

the rain 8 or 10 old cars made their way to the Dust 

Off. Dave Sander put the day together and it was a 

total success. It never fails, to me every VAE gather-

ing  seems like a wonderful mini college course. I 

always walk away with new information that I canôt 

wait to try. It is amazing the many things our mem-

bers have done and are doing in their livesé.with old 

cars of course.  

I am now thinking of painting my own project next 

time using a low pressure paint gun after what I 

learned yesterday. I covered a quarter mile circle in 

red dust doing a project a couple of years ago on an 

antique Farmall tractor. I am told it is different with 

the new low-pressure guns. I will be taking longer 

drives in my Dodge after talking to a member who 

drove to Ohio last summer in his ô30 Whippet.    

Although, I do need to talk to him more so I can learn 

to repress my type A personality way of preparing for 

a trip and just go do it. 

In this monthôs Wheel Tracks issue you are going 

to enjoy Daveôs Garage, his Model T article will 

have you running out and looking for one to pur-

chase. A óTô will send you back in time like no other 

automobile.  Wendell will re-enforce the logic in his 

óFrom The President Columnôé..we need to sim-

plify our lives in 2011. Gene Fodorôs column, óDid 

You Knowô always creates comments from members 

recalling their experiences. There are two great    

recipes this month, one from our Cookie, Marnita 

and one from a special guesté..enjoy. The classi-

fieds have been coming together with some really 

nice For Sale items the past few months. I hope you 

continue to send them to me, I know they are     

working from the feedback I am getting. There is a 

special classified this month that I hope someone will 

act on, it is driving me nuts and if someone buys it I 

will be able to get it out of my mind. The 1922    

Cadillac for sale on page 14 has given me a sleeping 

disorder. Please send me more classifiedsééé...  

***Contact Us At*** 

vaeinfo@gmail.com 



WHEELTRACKS..vtauto.org                       June          2011                                                                            PAGE 3 

 

 

 

 

From The  
President  

 
Wendell Noble 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Driving a vintage car is a wonderful            ex-

perience.  That is one of the  reasons for     own-

ing one, or more, or a lot more.  The other reason 

is, of course, the rewarding experience of working 

on them.  I was reminded of how      wonderful 

this is just yesterday.  I was driving home from an     

appointment in my modern car.  This is not a high

-end car with all the possible bells and whistles 

that technology can muster.  Itôs the low-end,  

reliable car with strictly standard equipment.  A 

chime sounded and a little yellow light appeared 

on the dash.  It was a little cartoon figure of a car 

skidding.  Being the tech savvy guy that I am, I 

recognized that this had something to do with my 

ñelectronic stability  control systemò.  This 

prompted me to take my eyes off the road to read 

the message in the ñmessage centerò. ñPower 

steering assist faultò, followed by ñservice ad-

vance tracò appeared.  The next sensory input was 

the fact that I no longer had power steering.  It 

was starting to feel a lot like my ô28 Dodge!  Up-

on muscling the car home and into the driveway, 

the obvious thing for a mechanically inclined per-

son to do now would be to check the power steer-

ing fluid level.  Upon opening the hood and reach-

ing for the power steering reservoir, I was hum-

bled to realize that I couldnôt find it.  A study 

of the thick ownerôs manual   revealed that there 

is no power steering pump.  Itôs all electrical.  The 

only remedy for this     malfunction, or any other, 

is to ñreturn to dealer for serviceò.  This has been 

done.  Itôs probably something as simple as a bad 

gimble thrust sensor switch that needs replacing, 

reset the computer and weôre good to go. 

 

Now contrast all this to your vintage ride.  

None of that stuff can fail, because you donôt have 

it.  Your message center is your two ears and 

whatôs between them.  If you hear a bang, grind, 

or screech which you havenôt heard before, note 

where itôs coming from, and take a look.  Then 

tighten it, wire it back in place, or oil it, and drive 

on.  If you have heard it before, ignore it.  Itôs 

been that way for eighty years and itôs not going 

to break now.  Thatôs peace of mind.   

 

**Sympathy card to Marion Zambon & family ï death of long-

time member Carl Zambon 

**Thinking of you to Corrine McHugh ï health issues 

Welcome to our new members  
 

Bob & Judy Fuerderer- Surry, New Hampshireéé.1956 

Dodge Station Wagon & Custom Royal Sedan; 1949 Plym-

outh Woodie; 1952 Dodge Station wagon & convertible.                                                                                                                   

Duane & Amy Chase- Boulder, Coé.1970 Chrysler Newport Convertible       

Thomas Buczkowskiï Waitsfield, VT                                                                       

R. Avery Hallï Burlington, VTé.Welcome Back                                                         

Bonnie Chaseï Essex Junction, VT                                                                         

Kip Mathewsï Montpelier, VTé. Welcome Back                                                  

Janet Stewardï Plainfield, VTé. Welcome Back                                                 

Keith Brownï Worchester, VTé. (C. Conti) 1976 Porsche 914; 1968 Beetle;                                                                      

1958 Gorth; 1985 Mercedes 300D; 1982 Subaru Wagon. What is a Gorth???? 

June Member Meeting and Activity 
 
The June meet will be at Finish Solutions in Milton on Saturday, June 4th at 

11:00 am.  Finish Solutions is a media blasting and painting company.  Members are 

encouraged to bring items to be used for demonstration purposes in the media     

blasting presentation.  Adam will demonstrate soda blasting, sand blasting and pow-

der coating.  This should be another fun "hands on" meet, and a great opportunity for 

members to learn about media blasting and metal finishing. 

     Lunch will be pot luck, bring your favorite dish.   

 

To get to: Finish Solutions: 

                54 Gonyeau Road 

                Milton, Vermont   Phone 802-893-2100 

 

From I-89é.. 

1. Take exit 17 for US 2 E toward US 7 Milton 

2. Turn left onto US-2 E/Roosevelt Hwy  

3.Turn left onto US-7 N  

Turn left onto Gonyeau Rd ( just past the park and ride...    

Destination will be on the left in the industrial park.  Look for "VAE" signs. 

We hope to see you there  

Ouppppps 
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FROM THE ¼COOKIE½ AT THE STOWE SHOW 
by Marnita Leach  

Marnita cooks & serves three meals each of the 13 days for volunteer workers at the Stowe Show 

   

THIS IS MARY AND NANCY½S OFF MONTH...SORRY. MARY WILL BE BACK IN JULY 

 
Apple Dumpling 

 

2 cups sugar 

1/2 stick butter 

2 eggs 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

2 cups flour 

1 cup milk 

3 tablespoon baking powder 

bag of apples 

cinnamon nutmeg sugar for topping mix enough for the top of cake 

 

peel apples and slice, layer on bottom of greased of 13 by 9 pan 

mix all other ingredients* mix cinnamon mix and place over apples  and pour batter over apples and cinnamon  

bake at 375 until done  

The Softer Side  
A Column Shared &Written by Marnita Leach (The Cookey), 

 Mary Noble (Left) & Nancy Olney (Right)  

Your Editor drove in his very first parade on April 17th,2011é.the St. Albans VT Maple Festival.. and it was a great time. I believe 

also that my distinguished  passenger was in her very first paradeé..Miss Shelby Vandevord. Shelby is 12 years old, a student at St. 

Albans Town Education Center and she was the winner of the  Youth Cooking Contest (also her  first contest entry). She and her 

mom Linda were my honored guests in the 27 Dodge Sedan. Shelby has agreed to share her winning recipe of Maple Layer Cake 

with us...Enjoy.  gcf 

Maple Layer Cake  
8 tablespoons (1 stick) unsalted butter, room temp, plus more for pans 

2 3/4 cups all-purpose flour, sifted, plus more for pans 

2 cups Maple Syrup, grade A dark amber 

3 large eggs 

1 tablespoon baking powder 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon ground ginger 

1 cup milk 

1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 

1 1/2 cups chopped walnuts 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Butter two 9 inch round cake pans and dust with flour. In bowl of an electric mixer fitted with paddle beat the butter 

until creamy, add maple syrup and beat until combined. Add eggs.. beat until all combined. 

In large bowl, sift together flour, baking powder, salt and ginger. Add flour mixture to butter mixture and beat to combine. Beat in milk and    

vanilla extract then stir in 3/4 cup of chopped walnuts. 

Divide batter into the pans, bake until golden (about 40 mins.) Rotate cake pans halfway through baking to ensure even baking. Transfer  pans to 

wire rack to cool.  

 Maple Buttercream  Frosting  
6 large egg Yolks 

2 cups Maple Syrup, grade A dark amber 

1 pound (4 sticks) unsalted butter, chilled and cut into small pieces 

In electric mixer bowl beat egg yolks on high speed until light and fluffy. Meanwhile, pour maple syrup into med. saucepan and bring to boil and 

just above soft-ball stage (about 240 degrees). While electric mixer is running, pour syrup slowly down the side of the mixing bowl into the egg-

yolk mixture, taking care not to splatter, until syrup is completely incorporated. Beat until bowl in slightly warm to the touch (5 or 6 mins). Add 

butter, one piece at a time, until all is completely incorporated and the frosting is fluffy, about 4 mins. more. Use immediately. 

When cake is cooled, spread frosting on first layer, then on second layer, including the sides. Using your hands, gently spread remaining 3/4 cup 

walnuts onto the sides of the cake. 
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What is it ?  
A number of pictures have been sent to Wheel Tracks from members ask-

ing for help to identify them and their value.  If you can help please send 

your answers to gafiske@gmail.com and I will print your answer in Wheel 

Tracks for everyone to see.  Please, also, send a picture of your   mysteries

( with any supporting info), it will be fun to solve them. 

 

! ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƭŀǘŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ IŜ ǎŜŜǎ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƎƭƻǿƛƴƎΦ IŜ 
ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ 
¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ IŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǝŎŜǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ǎŜŀǘΣ ŬƭƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ Ŭƴπ
ƎŜǊƴŀƛƭǎΦ tǳȊȊƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇŜǊ ǿŀƭƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŀǇǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊϥǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΦ  
¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ƭƻǿŜǊǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΦ ϥ¦ƘΣ ȅŜǎΣ hŶŎŜǊϥΚ 
¢ƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇŜǊ ŀǎƪǎΥ ϥ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎϥΚ  ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǎŀȅǎΥ ϥ²ŜƭƭΣ hŶŎŜǊΣ LϥƳ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜϥΦ 
tƻƛƴǝƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǎŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΥ ϥ!ƴŘ ƘŜǊΦΦΦǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƘŜ ŘƻƛƴƎϥΚ  ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǎƘǊǳƎǎΥ ϥ{ƛǊΣ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 
ǎƘŜϥǎ ŬƭƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŬƴƎŜǊƴŀƛƭǎϥΦ 
bƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΦ ! ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƻǳǇƭŜΣ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǊΣ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǾŜǊϥǎ ƭŀƴŜ ΦΦΦ   !ƴŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƻōǎŎŜƴŜ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΗ 
¢ƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇŜǊ ŀǎƪǎΥ ϥ²Ƙŀǘϥǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƎŜΣ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴϥΚ  ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǎŀȅǎΥ ϥLϥƳ ннΣ ǎƛǊϥΦ   
¢ƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇŜǊ ŀǎƪǎΥ ϥ!ƴŘ ƘŜǊΣ ΦΦΦΦ ǿƘŀǘϥǎ ƘŜǊ ŀƎŜϥΚ  ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎΥ ϥ{ƘŜϥƭƭ ōŜ му ƛƴ мм ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦΦ ϥ 

Can someone help with this one? There's a 

box of these and as you can see they are 

about 5 inches across. Is it an 8 or a B? 

No takers on this, it is still a mystery... 

Everyone knows what this is but why the 

twisted handleé.just to be fancy? 

Marvin Ball says the handle was for better 

grip and strength. He also got the ñHee- 

hawò comment... 

Did You Know é 1907 
By  Gene Fodor 

é Production this year was 43, 000 cars and 1,000 trucks                 

       and  busses 

é Oakland Motor Co. was formed by Edward Murphy of Pontiac   

     MI, to make 2 cyl. car designed by A.P.  Brush 

é A White won the Hower trophy in the Glidden Tour 

é International Harvester moved itôs plant from Chicago to  

 Akron 

é A REO crossed the continent and back climbing Mt. Hood 

é The Assoc. of Licensed Auto Mfgs., presented a formula  for    

      computing horsepower which was adopted by states as a means  

      of taxation 

é Oldsmobile employed  

     nickel plating on parts that  

      were before brass 

é Humps were added to  

     some streets to discourage  

     speeding 

é Ford made more then 1  

     million dollars in profits 

é Buick went to a 4 cyl.  

     Engine and sliding-great  

     trans. and won the Dead  

     Horse Hill Climb in     

     Worchester, MA 

é A Franklin went from NYC to Chicago in 39hr and 36min 

é 93 new auto makers arrived on the scene  

We think it has something to do with the 

front end alignment of a car but not sure. 

Can anyone help? 

Something left in a TR6 and I donôt know what 

it is used for. Can you help? 
 LIFE AFTER DEATH  

 

òDO YOU BELIEVE IN LIFE 

AFTER DEATH ?" THE BOSS 

ASKED ONE OF HIS     

EMPLOYEES.  

"YES, SIR," THE NEW   

EMPLOYEE REPLIED.  

 

"WELL, THEN, THAT 

MAKES EVERYTHING JUST 

FINE," THE BOSS WENT 

ON. "AFTER YOU LEFT 

EARLY YESTERDAY TO GO 

TO YOUR GRANDMOTHER'S 

FUNERAL, SHE STOPPED 

IN TO SEE YOU!   

GRANDMA'S AGE   
LITTLE JOHNNY ASKED HIS GRANDMA HOW OLD 

SHE WAS.   

GRANDMA ANSWERED, "39 AND HOLDING."   

 

JOHNNY THOUGHT FOR A MOMENT, AND THEN 

SAID, "AND HOW OLD WOULD YOU BE IF YOU LET 

GO?"  


