
                                                                                               

 

 

Pictured is Jason Warren’s 1996 Mazda 
Miata, which he has owned since the age of 

16. Jason is the current president of   
Vermont Automobile Enthusiasts. Read 

more about this vehicle on the back cover. 



                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

David Sander - Chairman                                                  
802-434-8418  dasander@aol.com             
Jason Warren – President                                            
802-477-2430  jw790245@gmail.com    
Judy Boardman—1st Vice              
802-899-2260                                  
judyboardman@gmail.com                            
Don  Pierce - Treasurer 802-879-3087                                           
dpiercelightning@yahoo.com          
Charlie Thompson -  Recording     
Secretary 802-878-2536                                                  
charlieandmarion@comcast.net              
Wendell Noble—Term ends 1/2026       
802-893-2232 
wnoble@myfairpoint.net                                                            
Eric Osgood - Term ends 1/2026                                                                 
802-635-2138   
eric.osgood@outlook.com                      
Bob Hawke - Term ends 1/2026              
802-652-9772  rah632@msn.com 

 
Please pay dues to: 

Christina McCaffrey, Member    
Secretary, 89 Ledge Road, Burlington, 

VT 05401-4140 
VAEmembership@gmail.com 

Or marleyparis@aol.com 
To pay online, go to vtauto.org and 

click on “Renew Membership.” 
 

Education/Outreach Committee:                               

The Vermont Antique and Classic 
Car Meet Co-Chairs: 

Bob Chase 802-253-4579 
rccwrn@stoweaccess.com 

Duane Leach 802-849-6174 
dmleachs@gmail.com 

______________ 

Justin Perdue-Webmaster 

David Hillman– Welcome Committee 

John Lavallee– Communications 

Wheel Tracks Printer–Catamount 
Color, Essex, VT 

 
Vermont Automobile                    
Enthusiasts Website... 

vtauto.org 

Wheel Tracks Editors 

Anne Pierce, 802-879-3087 
fortherecordinvermont@gmail.com 

Colchester, Vermont 
 

& 

Nancy & Ken Gypson, 518-423-7565 
kengypson@yahoo.com 

nancygypson@yahoo.com 
Poestenkill, New York 

  

   

Hello friends, 
 
It’s crazy to think we are in full-fledged fall. As 
much as I am not ready for the winter months, I 
can say that it has been a beautiful foliage season! 
 
The weather was especially sunny and cool at our Colchester Library 
meeting. We had quite a good turnout of cars and spectators    
passing through! Much fun was had by all! And I really enjoyed the 
conversations I shared with everyone. It felt good to slow down 
after August and the work that goes into our Annual Car Show. 
 
But, the year is not over yet and we still have a few more upcoming 
meetings/events. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all 
there!    

 Jason 

From our president, 
JASON WARREN 

     WHERE DID SUMMER GO? 
 
By the time you read this, there just might be some 
snow on the ground. Ugh! It was an interesting    
summer for the Gypsons.  
 
First, there was the annual Rhinebeck Car Show and Swap Meet. This was our 
52nd year vending there. Both attendees and vendors were a little off this 

year, but it was still a great time.  
 
Second, we  attended all but one of the monthly Thursday night car cruises at Hemmings. 
They are big-time fun. Well over 200 cars show up each time. Downtown Bennington’s       
restaurants are outstanding with many to choose from.  
 
Third, Nancy and I always enjoy the Vermont Antique and Classic Car Meet. Bob and 
Duane are the best!     
 
Finally, after 4 years of working on my 1956 Austin-Healey 100, we took it to Falmouth on 
Cape Cod. We did trailer it as I’d only gotten it registered and 
inspected 2 days before we left. I only test drove it for about 
6 miles. (Besides, who in their right mind would drive an almost 
70-year-old British car on the Mass Pike to the Cape?) We did 
put 50+ miles on it on the Cape with no problems. And, to boot, 
it was the 50th anniversary of the Austin–Healey Club of New 
England. I was very proud to be one of five original members 
to be honored at the meet.   
 
Long live the VAE!...Ken   

About Us 
 

We at Vermont  
Automobile  Enthusiasts 
preserve the history and 

the vehicles of our  
automotive past.  Since 

our beginning in 1953, our 
central mission has been 
to educate, and to enjoy 
our old vehicles  and our 
wonderful membership.                

We are a 501c3            
not-for-profit Inc. 

Membership is $35 per 
year or $60 for 2 
years. Become a  

member by clicking on 
“Join VAE” on our   

website, fill out the 
form and mail it with $s 
to our secretary. Or, 

pay online by clicking on 
“Renew Membership.” 

 
Wheel Track’s monthly 

deadline to the editors is 
the 5th of each month. 

Contact us at….         
vaeinfo@gmail.com 

Our website 
is….vtauto.org 

  

    

Ed Hilbert— Chair 
Tom McHugh—Vice Chair 
Wendell Noble—Secretary 

Gary Olney 
Nancy Olney 

John Malinowski 
Gary Fiske 
Don Pierce 

Charlie Thompson 

Please scan this QR Code for New  
Membership and Membership  

Renewal. 

Please scan this QR Code to donate to the 
Vermont Automobile  

Enthusiasts. 
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Watch for John Lavallee’s email messages for VAE news, reminders,  
and the latest planned events. Our website is VTAUTO.ORG. 

And always open to all members & guests! 

2025 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
NOVEMBER 15: ANNUAL MEETING.  Holy Family Parish Center, 30 Lincoln St., Essex Jct., VT.   
11 AM.  As in the past few years, this will be a potluck luncheon, so please bring a dish to share.  Coordinator:  
Judy Boardman 
 
DECEMBER:  VAE ANNUAL HOLIDAY GATHERING.  Date & time TBA.  Coordinators:  Charlie & Marion 
Thompson 

 
ONGOING MONTHLY MEETINGS 

 
EDUCATION & CHARITABLE OUTREACH COMMITTEE MEETINGS:  Generally the 3rd Saturday of each 
month in Williston, VT,  at 10 AM, 338 Commerce Street.  Contact Chairman Ed Hilbert for meeting confirmation 
at 802-453-3743. 
 
VERMONT ANTIQUE & CLASSIC CAR MEET COMMITTEE MEETINGS:  3rd Wednesday of each month at  
7 PM at Revitalizing Waterbury, 46 So. Main Street, Waterbury, VT.  Co-chairmen:  Duane Leach & Bob Chase. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
CARS & COFFEE 

 
CARS & COFFEE VERMONT:  May through October.  Third Saturday of each month at University Mall, Dorset 
Street, So. Burlington, VT.  7 AM—9 AM.  http://carscoffeevermont.com.  Coordinator:  John Malinowski.  
802-662-1026.  
 
CARS & COFFEE MIDDLEBURY:  May through October.  First Saturday of each month at A&W, Route 7,  
Middlebury, VT.  8 AM–10 AM.  Coordinator:  Dave Stone.  802-598-2842. 
 
WAITSFIELD CARS & COFFEE:  May through October.  First Sunday of each month at Mad River Exchange,  
6163 Route 100,  Waitsfield, VT.  9 AM—12 PM.  Coordinator:  John Lynch.  802-496-5251. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
       
   DAVID CROWNE of Weybridge, VT 
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Remember When?? 

The year was 1950.  The Socony-Vacuum Oil Company Inc. [Mobilgas] placed this full-page ad in the August 
5th edition of the Saturday Evening Post. It has to be one of the most unique, attractive, and informational 
print space ads of the era. 
     
But what is the ad really promoting? It wasn't flying horses. It was new Mobilgas Special gasoline, what we 
know today as "high test" gasoline instead of "regular." In the late ‘40s and early ‘50s regular gasoline was 
your only choice until "high test" gasoline arrived.  
     
As a sidebar, even though it was 1950, Mobilgas still referred to Mobilgas Special as "just since the war." 

 
A pair of jumper cables walk into a bar. The bartender says, I’m fine to 
serve you but you better not start anything.  
 
Two French cheese trucks just crashed! Looks like there’s da’ brie  
everywhere.  
 
My doctor accused me of being addicted to brake fluid. I said that is 

ridiculous; I can stop at any time. 
 
Don’t stand around doing nothing.  People will think you are the boss! 
 
Why don’t cars ever get tired? Because they always rev up their engines! 

Why did the car break up with the gas station? It found someone else to fuel its heart. 

What tells you that a pirate has fallen for modern technology?  The iPatch. 
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      Great.  Now we know where they came from, but how do I get rid of them? So far today I’ve vacuumed up 73 
of them.  Yesterday I think it was around 65.  Asian ladybugs can be identified by an "M" or "W" shaped mark 
behind its head. They seek shelter in buildings during cooler months, sometimes invading homes in large  
numbers.  In our house, they tend to congregate in my upstairs office in the front of the house where it gets 
sun most of the day.  Besides grouping together in bunches in the corners of the room, they also like to hide in 
the valance over the front window.  When I see 5 or 6 of these bugs, out comes the vacuum to suck them up.  
Then I go back to whatever I was working on, and 45 minutes later I look up and – behold! – there’s another 6 or 
7 of them.  I’m pretty sure they get in around the air conditioner we have in the window, though it’s time to 
take that out of the window.  Those ACs are notorious for lousy sealing around the edges.  I’ve also learned that 
they like wooded areas, houses with lights on at night, lighter-colored houses.  We seem to check all the boxes. 
 
     One final note:  Don’t squish them.  I’ve learned they can emit a pungent odor and can cause a yellowish stain 
once squashed.  I simply vacuum them up and wait for them to meander back outside where dinner awaits them. 
 
     Now excuse me while I get the vacuum out again. 

 
A Column Shared by Nancy Olney (Left), Judy Boardman (Center) & Anne Pierce (Right)  

“The Softer Side” 

……..from Anne 

Cute

Not so 
Cute! 

     Well, they’re driving me crazy again this year!  I 
always thought they were an infestation of the  
common ladybugs that we see in the garden in the 
summer and think “how cute.”  Not!  I have come to 
learn these are Asian lady beetles.  The Asian lady 
beetle arrived in New England through both  
intentional introductions and accidental stowaways on 
ships from Asia.  While the U.S. Dept. of  
Agriculture released them in the Northeast during the 
late 1970s and early 1980s for pest control, it's  
believed that the subsequent rapid spread was due to 
accidental transport via cargo ships porting in  
Louisiana and then quickly moving north, reaching New 
England in the early to mid-1990s.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, October 4, the final Cars & 
Coffee Middlebury of the year!  Many 
thanks to Dave Stone for facilitating 
the event all summer. 
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By Professor Wendell Noble 

AI and Us 
 
     The media, Wall Street gurus, and us plebeian folks are all atwitter about A1 (Artificial Intelligence).   
What is it? Where is it? Will it take away our jobs? Will it make our lives better or will it terrorize our lives?   
I’ll define AI as any computer coded algorithm that can access stored or new information and use it to make 
decisions and formulate answers to questions.  In a primitive form, it’s been around for quite a while. I recall 
learning decades ago that an algorithm was in use to control the floor location of elevator cars such that an idle 
car would locate on the floor where it was most likely to be of use.  
 
     We should also recall a computer program called “Deep Blue”  
sponsored by IBM which was created to play chess. Deep Blue could 
take note of the location of all the chess pieces on the board and  
consider all possible moves and look ahead to the likely consequences to 
arrive at a well-considered move. In its most refined version, it  
managed to defeat world champion Gary Kasparov in 1997. The most  
recent examples using AI for positive purposes is self-driving cars. 
They have exhibited the incredible ability to make some of the same 
mistakes humans do.  
 
     Computers are very good at doing dumb things very fast. By using 
trial and error, they can converge on solutions to complex mathematical 
problems with simultaneous equations that would stump human  
intelligence seeking a closed form solution using pencil and paper. A  
meaningful example of AI’s critical limitation was in the news recently.  

 
     Every year there is an international math competition for high school students 
called “The International Mathematical Olympics” where students compete by  
attempting to solve challenging math problems. An effort was made to see how AI 
would do as a competitor with the students. There were some problems in which AI 
really starred, but there were some where it fell flat. The problems it failed on 
were ones of a sort that it could not find in its data search and thus required  
creativity in devising a new approach.  
 
     AI can and certainly will be used for very positive applications that improve our 
lives. As an example, imagine how nice it would be if all the traffic lights in a  
congested city were intelligently controlled to optimize the flow of traffic by 
adapting to real-time conditions. It also already is and will continue to be used for 

more nefarious purposes. It can fabricate video and audio clips of real people doing and saying things they  
never did. There are multitudes of bogus AI-generated scientific studies and 
resultant publications that have been flagged and retracted.  
 
     We can expect the future to bring more of the good productive uses as well 
as the nefarious ones. How it affects our lives depends on us. We should enjoy 
and appreciate the good labor-saving applications. The negative applications will 
take the form of disinformation and deception.    It’s imperative that we      
confront this with disciplined critical thinking.  Artificial intelligence should 
supplement human intelligence, not replace it.  We’ve always dealt with human 
crack pots on the public square and in social media. Now we’ll experience        
artificial ones that we should deal with in the same way.  

     Gary Kasparov (L) and Deep Blue 



 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Gypson 

REALLY EASY CHICKEN  
WITH NO NAME 

     Place chicken in crock pot. Mix brown sugar and Italian dressing and pour over chicken. Cook on low for six hours.  

Bumper Sticker of the Month... 

Some people should use a gluestick  
instead of a chapstick. 

 
2-3 pounds boneless chicken breasts 

2/3 cup light brown sugar 
1 cup bottled Italian dressing 

FOR SALE...Two transmissions from 1930s with overdrives, one   
electrical, one mechanical, adaptable to antique cars.  Take both for 
$30.   Lots of body and mechanical parts for mid-1930s  Packard, model 
129, at cheap price if taken in quantities.   Assorted small hard to find 
interior items stored together in boxes, start your own flea market.   
         
roymart@comcast.net or call  Roy at 802-862-6374 

FOR SALE.... Sales brochures for most American and some foreign 
makes, both pre-war and MANY post-war makes and models. Send  
email or call with your interests, and I’ll respond with availability  
and price.   
John Emerson,   jemerson@middlebury.edu,  802-388-7826  

FOR SALE…Small Business in Franklin County, VT.  
Long established starter-generator-alternator rebuilding/repair business 
for sale in the middle of farm country.  
 
If interested call Smitty at  802-933-4211.  

FOR SALE… 
"True Drill" Heavy  Duty floor model drill press,  
16 speed,  $200.00   
Email good66year@gmail.com  

FOR SALE...Watson shock absorbers and Gabriel snubbers for cars in 
the teens, 20s, and 30s.  More than 20+ in various conditions.  Prefer to 
sell as a lot at a cheap price, inquire.  
Two 1936 Packard 120 rear ends, complete with axles, drums, etc. $20 
each. 
Lots 0f 1936 Packard 120 body, mechanical, and interior parts including 
two rear fenders in primer, inquire. 
Two 1940s transmissions with overdrives, adaptable to antique cars, $50 
each. 
 
802-862-6374 or roymart@comcast.net 

FOR SALE…1931 Buick model 54  

Roadster,  extremely rare Marquette 

body with mid-year change to torque 

tube drive.  Comes with many  

valuable parts needed for restoration  

including extra engine.  $7,500. 

 

1925 Hudson Super Six Brougham, solid 

original car in running  condition with new 

correct 6.50 X 21  B.F. Goodrich tires. 

$8,500. 

Bill Billado   802-985-2405 or fwbinvt@gmail.com  

FOR SALE...1961 Austin-Healey Sprite, complete, but not running. 

Minimal rust, good body is straight. No title. $1,000 firm. Also some 

“big Healey” parts including 6-cylinder top bows. Call /text/email for 

parts and pricing. Ken Gypson                   

518-423-7564, kengypson@yahoo.com 

WANTED...Have you ever had your car featured on the front cover of Wheel Tracks? No? Then send us a few 

pictures (engine, interior, before and after, etc.) as well as several paragraphs about your car. We’ll do our best 

to make you famous! Please send to: kengypson@yahoo.com, nancygypson@yahoo.com. 

FOR SALE OR WANTED...Your classified   

advertisement could go here...and it’s FREE!  

Please contact:  

nancygypson@yahoo.com. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention….. The date printed after your name 

is when your VAE Membership expires. 

  

 

 

It all started back in 2017 at our 59th annual car show. Dave Sander had brought the 1990 Mazda Miata to the Stowe car 
show. I had been wanting to drive it, but I didn’t know how to drive a manual car. He got into the passenger seat and said, 
“Hop in!” We stayed on the show field for the test drive. I was very excited and nervous. Dave is good about letting fellow 
members drive his vehicles. He told me the procedure on how to physically shift before taking off. I began to take my foot 
off the clutch and ease into the throttle and without hesitation I was creeping in first gear. Surprisingly, I didn’t stall when I 
took off! I was smiling from ear to ear as Dave watched me shift into second gear. After a few laps around the field I felt 
more comfortable shifting and driving a manual vehicle. From that day forward I couldn’t wait to get my own Miata. 

About one year later, I got home from work and my father had seen a black 1996 Mazda Miata, which happened to be a 5- 
speed manual for sale on Route 15 in Westford. He took some pictures and showed them to me. I grabbed my money that I 
had saved up by mowing lawns all year long and we headed to the car! When we arrived I was overly excited and I couldn’t  
believe I might have a chance at buying it. The owner came out and gave us some information about the car. I don’t remember 
half of what he said because I was so excited! 

I took it for a test drive and when my father and I got back I made an offer and he accepted it. This was not a show piece 
and I wasn’t going to win any awards with it, but it functioned as it should and was a lot of fun for $1,500. I registered it 
shortly after purchasing it and did minor maintenance work to get it roadworthy and reliable from my father’s perspective. I 
changed all four brake pads and rotors, tie rods, bushings and other front end parts that were worn out. The convertible top 
is roughly ten years old and it is holding up very well for its age. I bought a set of aftermarket wheels from one of my friends 
while I was a senior in high school. I painted them black to match the car and it looked sharp with them.  

The engine is stock which can be a rare sighting considering I was 16 years old. But, who doesn’t want to bolt a turbo on a  
four-cylinder engine and make some noise? I enjoyed the car as much as I could in the late spring, throughout the early fall,       
admiring the world around me with the top down. There’s just something about having a convertible and taking in the sights as 
you hug the inside corner in a turn.  

I registered my car in the Waterbury car show for the first time this year and drove it in the parade with Riley. She has 
been asking me to take her out on more rides since then! If you ever get a chance to drive a Miata, take it. I guarantee you 
will have a blast! 

        Jason 

 A great “barn find” photo, courtesy of Paul Baresel 

Q: Why does it cost so much to put air in a tire?  
A: Inflation 

JASON WARREN’S 1996 MAZDA MIATA 

They said to follow your dreams...so I went back to bed. 
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